RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  SOUTH  WESTMORLAND. 


ANNUAL 


REPORT 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  0-  F  HEALTH. 


FOR  THE  YEAR 


1941 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District 
Council  of  South  Westmorland. 


Sir  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you 
my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the  Rural  District  for 
the  year  1941. 


This  Report  is  issued  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  which 
stresses  economy  in  the  matter  of  paper  and  states  that 
these  reports  should  be  confined  to  essential  and  urgent 
matters  which  have  affected  the  Public  Health. 

I  am  much  indebted  for  the  help  I 
have  received  from  the  County  Medical  Officer  in  carrying 
out  immunization  against  Diphtheria  and  tend  them  my 
thanks . 


Should  you  desire  any  further 
particulars,  I  shall  be  glad  to  supply  the  same  on  your 
request. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  BARON  COCKILL. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


1st  June,  1942. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  riHS  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31ST,  1941. 


Registrar-General ’ s  estimate  of  resident  population 
mid  1941.  19,600. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Live  Births 
Logit  '.mate . 
Illegitimate . 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

222. 

11b. 

107. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

12. 

n 

i  • 

5. 

of  estimated  resident 
population.  11.9, 

Birth  Rate:  England 
Still  Births. 

Deaths . 


and  Wales. 

4 .  2 .  2 . 

262.  131.  131. 


14.2. 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still) 
Births,  15.9. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
of  estimated  resident 
population.  13.3. 

12.9. 


Death  Rate:  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 


Deaths . 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still) 
births. 

Puerperal  Sepsis. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Other  puerperal  causes. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rato, 

England  and  Wales. 

2.23. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age:- 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births.  40.3. 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births.  38.1. 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  83.3. 
Infantile  Death  Rato,  England  and  Wales.  59. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages).  -  ^  45 . 

"  ”  Measles  (all  ages).  r ,  -  :y_v  *■  Nil. 

"  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages).  \  /  Nil. 

”  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  a'ge).%?  ■„  '  Nil. 

The  largest  number  of  deaths  from  any  one  cause  was:- 

Heart  Disease.  ■  "  59. 

Cancer.  45. 

Intra-craniai  vascular  lesions.  28. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OR  TEE  AREA, 


WATER. 


Thore  have  “been  no  new  water  supplies.  Quarterly 
bacteriological  examinations  of  the  public  water  supplies  have 
been  made  anr1  the  results  have  been  satisfactory. 

LUPTON  RESERVOIR. 

A  new  6,f  main  has  been  laid  from  the  Reservoir  to  the 
Filter  House  and  now  filters  and  chlorination  plant  are  in 
course  of  erection. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Milnthorpe  are  not  satisfactory. 
At  Casterton  a  new  settling  tank,  enlarged  sludge  and  filter 
beds  have  been  constructed.  At  Whassctt  a  nev  covered  septic 
tank  and  effluent  pipe  have  been  installed. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Duplicate  settling  tanks  and  sludge  beds  have  been 
established  at  Sedgwick  and  certain  additional  service  has  beon 
given  to  meet  the  influx  of  evacuees. 

HOUSING. 

No  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


MILK. 

The  taking  of  samples  under  the  Milk  &  Dairies 
(Consolidation)  Act  has  been  continued  and  84  samples  have  been 
taken,  of  which  19  satisfied  both  tests,  23  one  tost  and  42 
neither  test.  No  samples  contained  tubercle  bacilli. 

FEAT. 


This  has  been  supplied  through  the  Central  Slaughter¬ 
house  in  Kendal. 

ADULTERATION  ETC.  AND  CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL 
_ EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD. _ 

The  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority 
and  this  work  is  carried  out  by  Mr.  C.J.H.  Stock,  B  .Sc.,  F.I.C., 
County  Analyst,  Darlington. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

DISEASES . 


There  were  eight  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  three  of  those 
being  evacuees  and  seven  of  Diphtheria,  one  being  an  ovacueo, 
two  casos  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  neither  of  which  was  associated 
with  the  other,  one  case  each  of  Cerebro-spinal  Fever,  Poliomy¬ 
elitis  and  Polio-encephalitis,  there  were  also  five  casos  of 
Erysipelas  and  twelve  of  Pneumonia.  The  following  casos  ended 
fatally:-  Diphtheria  2,  Pneumonia  3,  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  and 
Polio-encephalitis,  one  each. 

The  epidemic  of  Measles  continued  from  the  previous  year 
gradually  abated,  only  97  cases  being  notified,  but  Whojping 
Cough  remained  much  the  same  with  60  .cases. 


Considering  the  increase  of  population,  the  incidence  of 
Infectious  Disease  has  been  satisfactory. 

Immunization  against  Diphtheria  has  been  continued 
through  the  schools  and  infants  clinics  and  953  children  have 
received  the  full  dosage.  There  was  no  case  of  Diphtheria  in 
an  immunised  child.  A.P.T.  was  the  prophylactic  used. 

Modern  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  is  still  lacking. 

A  special  Hostel  has  been  established  at  Hincaster  House 
for  evacuee  problem  children,  not  suitable  for  billeting  in 
private  houses. 


TUBERCULOSIS  TABLE. 
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Of  the  26  cases  notified,  15  were  pulmonary  and 
11  non- pulmonary.  Five  of  the  pulmonary  and  four  of  the 

non-pulmonary  cases  had  contracted  the  disease  prior  to  coming 
into  the  district;  two  of  these  were  military  cases. 


Three  pulmonary  and  two  non-pulmonary  cases  died. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  TA3  LS 
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